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From the Chair 
One of the things I find most rewarding about working for the GVC is the sense of sharing a goal; of working toward something 
together with other like-minded people; of sharing the difficult moments and challenges; and most importantly, of sharing the 
rewards that come with success. 

I have been fortunate to spend three months - June to August 2014 - in Goa. It was an opportunity to gain deeper insight into 
the lives of our children and their families.  I have seen, first-hand, the positive effects on the families of the children receiving an 
education through us. Mothers in particular, who have articulated their feelings of a newfound sense of hope for their children’s 
future, a sense of commitment towards the children’s education and their ability to see a ‘light at the end of the tunnel’.

While I was there, I was also able to design and conduct an introductory “Reading, Writing & Arithmetic” course for women.  After 
initial hesitation, three candidates expressed interest and committed themselves to the program. They were keen, enthusiastic 
and hardworking and successfully completed the course within 10 weeks. These women had to endure ridicule from family 
and neighbours for wanting to learn as adults; being told they weren’t good enough and that it was too late for them to learn.  
However, they prevailed, learning to 
read, write, to sign their names and 
to do simple addition and subtraction. 
Their self-confidence took a great 
boost and on India’s Independence 
Day, in the presence of their piers they 
were presented with a ‘Certificate 
of Completion’.  A rewarding and 
emotional moment for all.

Evelyn Pereira é Robertson
Chairperson
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From the Treasurer 
A Fairfax Media investigation has revealed that some of Australia’s biggest charities are spending close to half of their 
received donations on fundraising efforts and marketing.

In this regard, at the GVC, 100% of funds are raised through direct donations to a specific project, child sponsorship and 
fundraising activities, both in Tasmania and Victoria. All the funds go directly to the children we educate, and to their 
families. 

The GVC team has always ensured that only a maximum of 10% of funds raised through an event may be spent to cover 
costs that were incurred to organise and run that event. 

Expenses in relation to travel for Board members and volunteers are met by the individuals. Board members are also annual 
donors and sponsors of the GVC. The only administration expenses that the GVC spends on are Volunteers Insurance, 
Volunteering Australia (Membership) and audit fees.

The GVC has done well in growing its financial position over the last three years and we are currently in a stable position. 
However, with the ever-changing economic environment, to retain stability we must continue to fundraise and to ensure 
that all funds are spent in a responsible and transparent manner.

Nigel Robertson 
Treasurer
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Volunteer News
As the GVC grows, so does our family of volunteers. We are very pleased to welcome: 

Fedora Fernandes
GVC Volunteer, Victoria

Fedora moved to Australia from New Zealand approximately 12 months ago. Fedora is 
a nurse by profession, and it’s not surprising that she has a passion for helping people. 
Fedora has a connection to Goa through her mum and is excited to join the Fundraising 
Committee in Victoria.

Bonnie D’Mello
Managing Trustee, Goa, India

Bonnie and his wife Mena live in Parra, Goa, India.  They have three adult children, two 
settled in Canada and one in Goa.  Bonnie spent several years in the Middle East, in the 
field of Project Management, before retiring in Goa.  Bonnie and Mena share their time 
between Don Bosco’s Boys’ home and the GVC. Bonnie brings a tremendous amount of 
skills, wisdom and life experience to the GVC; and behind a good man, there is always a 
good woman!

Ramanpreet Kaur
GVC Volunteer, Victoria

Raman moved to Australia four months ago, joining her husband and living in Geelong. 
Raman completed a Bachelor of Technology through West Bengal University of 
Technology. She is highly skilled in Windows XP/ 7 client environment, Linux (Debian, 
Centos, Redhat) and Windows 2003, 2008, 2012 servers operating systems.  Raman 
joined the GVC IT Committee in January 2015 and has begun to work on a complete 
overhaul of the existing GVC website. 

Yolanda Alvares
GVC Volunteer, Victoria

Yolanda is a mother of two young girls, aged 9 and 14.  She moved with her husband 
and children to Australia three years ago from New Zealand, where they spent nine 
years. Yolanda is an Analyst with Swinburne University of Technology in Australia.

Yolanda is passionate about helping children and holds the position of Leader, 
Children’s Liturgy at St Luke’s Catholic Community. She is also the Chairperson, Finance 
Committee, Board of Trustees at Santa Maria Catholic Primary School.  

Chimene Kotian
Fundraising, Ontario, Canada

Chimene Kotian is a mother of two beautiful girls aged 22 and 17 and lives in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. She spent 13 years in the Sultanate of Oman where she tragically lost 
her husband in a car accident. She moved with her girls to Canada 10 years ago. She is 
employed with TD Bank- Toronto, Canada as a Team Lead Officer.

Chimene is family oriented and enjoys spending time with her girls and extended family. 
She is also actively involved with her local church community and brings her experience 
and enthusiasm to the GVC. Her hobbies include cooking and watching movies with her 
girls.
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Meet The Teachers
Working tirelessly towards our common cause, are our teachers in Goa. 
They being their skills, experience and commitment to the classroom and 
make a real difference in the lives of our children. 

Nevidita Silveira and Glynis D’Silva

In Dec 2013, our teacher Rita Cardoz was faced with a personal situation 
which prevented her from continuing with the GVC as Head Teacher. 

In June 2014, we were fortunate to obtain the services of two very able, 
passionate and experienced teachers. Nevidita Silveira, who is our new 
head teacher, comes with 30+ years of teaching experience. Also joining 
the team is Glynis D’Silva, a young qualified teacher with two years of 
experience. 

We would like to extend our warmest gratitude to: 

Janneka Koenen for giving generously of her time and skills for 12 months.  
Due to other commitments Janneka has left the Fundraising Committee 
but will continue to remain a GVC Ambassador into the future.

Thank you also to Erin Howard in Hobart, our very first Fundraising 
Committee volunteer in Tasmania.  Erin has volunteered with the GVC for 
a period of over four years.  During this time Erin has made a tremendous 
contribution to the GVC and has visited the children in Goa with her 
parents.  Erin will be missed on the committee; however, Erin will continue 
to remain an Ambassador of the GVC and assist when possible.

Francis D’Mello

New Board Member
A warm welcome to Francis D’Mello who has 
joined the GVC Board in March 2014.  Francis 
is the Finance Director of 3Fold Resources Pty 
Ltd, Victoria and brings with him a wealth of 
experience and skills in the area of finance 
and IT, and most importantly a passion for 
social justice. 3Fold has been a major financial 
sponsor of the GVC for several years. More 
recently GVC has benefited from the expertise 
and commitment of 3Fold’s human resources 
professional, Karen Visser. Francis has been 
appointed Treasurer at the recent AGM and we 
look forward to a long and fruitful relationship. 

Congratulations! 

A big congratulations to our 
volunteer Amy Chen who tied 
the knot in China in August 
last year. 

We wish Amy and Alex a long 
and happy life together.
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The Tasmanian GVC Fundraising Committee has been engaged 
in a number of fundraising events in the past year.

In March 2014, the Committee organised a concert at the home 
of Committee member Karen Smith on the waterfront of the 
Derwent River at Otago, a suburb north of Hobart.  Three 
bands each played a bracket during a balmy, sunny day to the 
enjoyment of the crowd.  Supporter numbers were less than 
anticipated due to restrictions imposed on advertising for the 
event.  Special thanks go to Karen and Tim Smith for opening 
their home for the event; the musicians for their time and skill; 
the stage builders and electricians for their services; and many 
others who contributed in a variety of ways.

“A Day on the Bay” Blues Concert, Otago Bay, Hobart  (March 2014)

In August 2014, we held a charity dinner at the Bombay House 
Indian Restaurant in Sandy Bay, a suburb of Hobart.

Supporters were treated to a sumptuous dinner of Indian 
cuisine, and a silent auction was held.  Auction lots included 
a wide range of household goods, music, wine, cosmetics.  
Patrons were entertained by exotic dancing by a local belly 
dancer.

Belly dancer – Bombay House Indian Restaurant

In November 2014, we held a Wineries Bus Tour in the Coal 
Valley via Cambridge, Tea Tree and historic  Richmond.  The 
ever-popular Wineries tour departs Hobart at 10.30am and 
returns at approx. 5pm; and involves a visit to three wineries:  
Puddleduck Vineyeard, Page’s Creek Winery, and Coal Valley 
Vineyard.  The tour is interrupted to allow a walk around the 
historic Richmond township, where supporters were seen 

variously at the historic bridge and church, the local lolly shop, 
betting shop, or pub!

We very much appreciate the support of our regular patrons 
who come along for this annual event.  We are able to cater 
for approximately 45 on the bus, where the travel between 
wineries is interspersed with quizzes, raffles, and other 
entertainment.

On the Bus - Wineries Bus Tour, November 2014 

At Coal Valley Vineyard, Cambridge

Plans are currently well under way to hold another successful 
“Day on the Bay” concert on 15 March 2015.  Everyone is 
invited, as we’re hoping for a bumper crowd this year.

I would sincerely like to thank all members of the Tasmanian 
GVC Fundraising Committee who have worked tirelessly to raise 
funds for the benefit of the Maria & Alexio Learning Centre in 
Tivim, Goa.  The members of the Committee are Diane Lloyd, 
Karen Smith, Erin Howard, Mel Evans, and Gareth Howard.

Jim Connolly
Chairman
Tasmanian GVC Fundraising Committee

TASMANIAN GVC FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE NEWS



Make a Difference 
with the GVC 

Your donations help us build 
classrooms, buy books, provide 
playgrounds and create bright 

futures. Thank you for your 
generosity and support. 

To make a donation via direct 
deposit:

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – 

India Relief Fund

Bank: National Australia Bank 
Bank BSB: 087 007

Account number: 170394196

Donations over $2 are tax 
deductible. Email 

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name 

and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate
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From the Victoria Fundraising Committee
Members of the Victoria Fundraising Committee ran for the GVC cause at the 
Melbourne Marathon which was held on Sunday, 12th October 2014. 

Our amazing team of runners raised $2,675 by urging friends, family and supporters 
to cheer them on by donating to GVC. Some of our runners completed the 5kms run, 
in style, under 20 mins, while others ran the half marathon in less than 2 hours. These 
impressive numbers were matched only by the runners’ commitment and enthusiasm 
for the cause.
 
The Victoria Fundraising Committee has started to plan an exciting 2015. Combining 
the experience of existing members and the fresh energy from our wonderful new 
volunteers, the team is excited to embark on another year of successful events. With a 
renewed focus on marketing and publicity, the team will be sharing its plans and news 
about upcoming events via the GVC Facebook page. 

As always, the committee wants to thank each one of our readers. Your support 
makes all the difference. With GVC’s unique fundraising ethos, where all monies 
raised go directly to the children, every dollar truly counts. Our Child Sponsorship 
Program is our way of ensuring that children below poverty line gain access to their 
basic right; a good education. 

For as little as $35 a month, we can change these lives and help them break 
generations-old cycles of poverty. Visit www.gvc.org.au to know more. 

mailto:contact@gvc.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalVaddoCharity

