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From the Chair 
The early part of 2015 kept the GVC 
Board busy with its Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) and election of 
Board Members/Office Bearers and, a 
Strategic Planning day.

At the AGM Rod Jones was nominated, 
accepted and appointed to the position 
of Deputy Chairperson and Francis 
D’Mello was nominated, accepted and 
appointed to the position of Treasurer.   
Congratulations to Rod and Francis.  

We had a successful Strategic Plan 
workshop day thanks to Rod Jones 
who undertook the pre preparation 
and facilitating the workshop.  The 
Strategic Plan will be available at our 
website www.gvc.org.au 

We have also commenced work on 
our website – a new look user-friendly 
website is in its final stages and will 
be launched within the next few 
weeks.  To the GVC IT Committee 
membership Sheetal Menezes, Amy 
Chen and Raman Parab who have done 
an incredible job in putting their ideas 
and creativity together towards this 
project, I thank you.

As part of our Safety and Security Plan 
for our children, and with financial 
support from  3Fold Resources (Francis 
D’Mello and Peter Vanderzaag), we 
have purchased a school van and 
employed a driver to pick and drop off 
our children travelling long distances to 
and from school.

Evelyn Pereira é Robertson
Chairperson

Treasurer’s Report
The Australian Charities Not for Profit Commission (ACNPC) is the
independent national regulator of charities established under section 105-5 of 
the ACNC Act and has been set up to achieve the following objects:

• maintain, protect and enhance public trust and confidence in the sector 
through increased accountability and transparency

• support and sustain a robust, vibrant, independent and innovative not- 
for-profit sector

• promote the reduction of unnecessary regulatory obligations on the 
sector.

Under this new guidance of the (ACNPC), all Not for Profit charities are 
required to register and maintain compliance with the ACNPC regulatory 
requirements, so as to provide a governance structure around accountability 
and transparency to its donors and recipients. The ACNC achieves its goals by:

• registering organisations as charities
• helps charities understand and meet their obligations through 

information, guidance, advice and other support
• helps the public understand the work of the not-for profit sector through 

information, guidance, advice and other support
• maintains a free and searchable public register so that anyone can look 

up information about registered charities
• is working with state and territory governments (as well as individual 

federal, state and territory government agencies) to develop a ‘report- 
once, use-often’ reporting framework for charities.

Since the ACNPC inception, the GVC has provided up-to-date reports and 
documents such as Annual Financial Report and updates of the charity’s 
governing documents (when  required) and formal documents such as:

• the charity’s charitable purpose or purposes
• that the charity operates on a not-for-profit basis, and
• the way that the governing body of the charity (such as its committee of 

management, or board) makes decisions and consults any members.

For further information regarding the ACNPC, logon onto the following web 
address:
www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Home

Nigel Robertson
Treasurer

http://www.gvc.org.au
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Home
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Human Resources
In common with most not-for-profit organisations, the turnover in volunteer numbers, 
is imminent.  This is attributed to volunteers taking on increased commitment, securing 
new employment, the work was not what they expected, or a change in personal 
circumstances.  We take the opportunity to thank those who have donated their time to 
the work of the GVC in the last 12 months and have now moved  on – Sheetal Menezes, 
Janneka Koenen,  Aarathi Muralidhar and Karen Visser.  

I want to make a special mention to the work done by our longest serving volunteer Erin 
Howard.  Erin joined the GVC in Tasmania in 2009 and has worked tirelessly on a number 
of projects with the GVC including a visit to the Centre with her parents.  Although Erin 
will no long be an active member of the Fundraising Committee, she continues to support 
the GVC through various activities that benefit the GVC.  Erin also continues to uphold her 
mum’s memory at the GVC through ongoing annual funding of the children’s uniforms.  
Thank you Erin.

Welcome to our new volunteers, Sri Lekha Pamarthi, Joyce Martin, Peter Martin, Olga
Maladen and Sharon D’Souza.  We hope you enjoy your time with us and we look forward 
to working with you.

Unfortunately, at the end of March 2015, Nivedita’s husband (Head Teacher in Goa) 
suffered a major heart attack. He was flown to Bombay hospital for specialist treatment 
where he passed away in a few days.    A tragedy that forcing Nivedita to resign from her 
position with the GVC and move with family in Bombay.  We were as disappointed to lose 
her just as much as she was saddened to leave.   I have no doubt the children and their 
families would like me to say a special thank you to Nivedita for her passion, love and care 
of the children during her time at the GVC Learning Centre and, to wish her a good life with her family.

We welcome our new teacher Cassina Veira who is Montessori trained and has spent over 30 years teaching pre-school children. I 
have no doubt that Cassina give our children an excellent start in their early years of childhood.

Joyce Martin

Peter Martin

New Program
– Computer Education
The GVC is currently sourcing teaching staff to 
deliver computer programs to all our Primary and 
High School students.

Students will be required to attend classes once a 
week and will have the opportunity to attend the 
Centre during vacation to gain practical experience 
on the computers.

For 2015/16, classes will be offered only to GVC 
students; however, in the next academic year, other 
students in the community who are in need of 
assistance will be offered similar courses.

The Young One
Our youngest donor Samiah D’Mello has a heart of gold!   Samiah lives in Canada with her 
family and enjoys a privileged life.  She was in India for her grandparent’s
50th wedding anniversary in December 2013 and at that time, she was fortunate to visit a 
local orphanage. She saw how those young children were not as lucky as her and that really 
dampened her spirit.  She had tons of questions and had loads of comments about how and 
why, and when and what are they all doing.  As time went by and they returned home, her 
parents thought she would have forgotten
the memories left behind.  But to their astonishment, she held the vivid smiles close to her 
heart. In April 2015, she received her First Holy Communion and received monetary gifts at this 
joyous occasion.  To everyone’s surprise, she made a decision to donate a portion of the money  

she received, to a charity and chose the Global Vaddo to enhance and improve the quality of life of the little children.  I 
am very proud of my angel for being a beautiful follower of a Christian. 

GVC Vocational 
Sponsorship Program
The GVC’s Vocational Sponsorship Program  has 
been activated with our first student receiving 
approval Gulshan Nayak has completed Year X. He 
has a compulsory gap year before he can continue 
Year
XI and XII.   During his gap year, he will undertake 
the 12 month training in Computer Education and 
Video Editing which will enable him to be placed in 
paid employment.  At the end of his training he will 
either continue in employment and/or go back to 
finish Year XII.

Congratulations Gulshan, you have done well and 
the GVC is very proud of your work. 
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Fundraising in Tasmania

The Tasmanian Fundraising Committee organized a ‘Day on the Bay’ in Hobart on 15 March 2015.  As was the case in 2014, Karen 
and Tim Smith opened their hearts and their home situated on the waterfront of the Derwent River to host the event.  

A number of bands volunteered their time and talent to entertain the crowd and the event was a wonderful success.  The numbers 
were high this year hitting the 100 mark.  

A heartfelt thank you to Karen and Tim for the 
venue, to the bands for their time and talent, to 
the GVC Fundraising Committee in Tasmania for 
all the organizing and running of a fantastic event 
and, most importantly to you all who attended to 
support the event.  



Make a Difference 
with the GVC 

Your donations help us build 
classrooms, buy books, provide 
playgrounds and create bright 

futures. Thank you for your 
generosity and support. 

To make a donation via direct 
deposit:

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – 

India Relief Fund

Bank: National Australia Bank 
Bank BSB: 087 007

Account number: 170394196

Donations over $2 are tax 
deductible. Email 

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name 

and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate
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Visitors at the Centre
Karen Visser (3Fold Resources Community Development Officer) and her husband 
Martin Visser travelled to India in January and took a few days to spend their time 
with the children at the GVC Learning Centre in Goa.

mailto:contact@gvc.org.au

