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Our First 
High School 
Graduate
We are proud of Gulshan 
Nayak who has graduated 
from Year X at Don Bosco’s 
School in Parra. Gulshan 
came to us at the age of 
13 and at a very troubled 
time in his life. His parents 
were experiencing severe 
financial and marital 
problems and as a 
consequence the children 
and their education were 
neglected.

Gulshan was admitted to St. Anthony’s boarding in Year 7 but found 
it very difficult to settle in. He managed to pass his first two years but 
in Year 9 he found it impossible to deal with worrying about family 
and school. In 2014 with the assistance of Gulshan’s sponsor, the GVC 
moved him to Don Bosco’s Open Learning School in Parra, and under 
the watchful eye and care of Fr. Aniso Motta, Gulshan blossomed 
and excelled and in 2015 he graduated top of his class. Gulshan will 
continue two years of college (11 and 12) but in the meantime, he has 
completed computer education
course in Office Management and is ow doing a course in Video Editing 
and Animation Course which he will complete in 3 months.

The GVC is very proud of Gulshan. His resilience and drive to succeed 
amidst adversity has been inspirational. We will continue to support 
Gulshan’s education until he is able be gainfully employed and 
independent.

Bonnie D’Mello
GVC Goa
Managing Trustee

FROM THE CHAIR
It is great pleasure for me to share with you 
a recent report in the Business (UK Edition) 
stating that global poverty has fallen 
below 10% for the first time ever. I believe 
that we have all made a contribution 
towards this encouraging statistic. It 
demonstrates that no matter how small 
your contribution, it does make a big 
difference to the lives of so many.

My next visit to the GVC in Goa in February 
2016 will concentrate on meeting all the 
children and getting to understand each 
little person, their hopes and dreams. 
Finding out how the students are is 
important. Being able to speak the local 
languages is a great advantage and where 
I do not have those skills I will be helped 
by our team Joyce, Glenys and Delilah. 
Children generally tend to be quite shy and 
guarded, but their stories are important 
to ensure we are providing them with the 
help in areas that they need, so it’s vital to 
be able to talk to them privately and built 
their trust where they feel comfortable and 
confident to confide in us.

We have nearly 60 children now one 
third of which are either in Primary or 
High School. Consistent encouragement 
and interest is vital for these children to 
believe in themselves and to work a good 
education which will enable them building 
a life of dignity and decency breaking the 
cycle of generational poverty in each family.

In this edition of our Newsletter, you will 
hear from the people on the ground in Goa, 
those who make it all happen.

Evelyn Pereira é Robertson
Chairperson
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Computer Education Program
In August 2015, all computers at the GVC Learning Centre were repaired and brought up to working order.

In December a pilot “Basic computer education” program was commenced for the children at the centre (Upper KG).  
Every Friday 18 students attend classes in two batches of nine students each for one hour.

Efforts are underway to begin classes for GVC students studying in Primary and High School.  Timing for these classes 
will be crucial as these students are attending coaching classes after school and this leaves little family time.   As a start 
classes for these students will be held during summer vacations.

Joyce Martins
Trustee - GVC Board (Goa) – Education

VOICE OF OUR VOLUNTEERS
Our Experience at the Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – Alexio Maria Learning Centre.

Peter Martins and I, Joyce Martins were introduced to Evelyn Robertson the Chairperson  of the GVC  and Mr Bonnie D’Mello 
the Trustee for GOA by Olga Maladen at the end of March, 2015 when the Chairperson was on her visit to the Learning Centre. 

It took us just two visits to decide to commit ourselves to serving the Centre as Volunteers.

We were truly awed by the GOOD WORK started by Evelyn that we feel privileged to be 
the part of this endeavour to help the  children from poor families from Tivim get a good 
education which in turn help them to become good human being,  earn their livelihood in 
the future and to break the cycle of poverty.

Under the able guidance of Bonnie D’Mello the Managing Trustee, we have been able 
to streamline the several process and procedures. When I joined I was just in time to 
accompany Bonnie and Sharon (Board Member) on house visits of the new admissions 
which helped me understand the background of the students. I also had the opportunity 
of meeting all the parents of the students in GVC and St Ann’s when the new contracts 
were signed. It was wonderful to witness their gratitude for what GVC was doing for their 
children.

From the time the session began in June, I visit the two classes every day and interact with 
the two teachers and students, keeping a close watch on the progress of the students. 
The two teachers Ms Mary Cassiana Vieira – Head Teacher and Ms Glynis D’Silva – Junior 
Teacher are doing a splendid job in laying a good foundation for the students. It was indeed 
a pleasure to hear Sr. Joysee -  The  Principal of St Ann’s High School praise our students who 
are admitted there. I also frequently visit St Ann’s High School to enquire about the welfare 
of 27 of our students studying there.

Peter and I have NO REGRETS coming out of retirement to join GVC. It amazes us to see how 
the new admissions in Lower KG have picked up English and how the Upper KG children 
are progressing so well.  Taking into their background as children of poor families it is an 
achievement that they are able to cope with their day to day studies.

We feel such pleasure in telling our relatives and friends about our association with GVC and encouraging them to give 
donations for this worthy cause.

Joyce Martins and Peter Martins
GVC Volunteers - Goa

Peter Martins

Joyce Martins
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2015 – CHRISTMAS AT GVC
The Christmas Tree and Treat was celebrated at GVC on the 22nd of December, 2015 with Fr Willie Sequeira as the 
Chief Guest and Ms Rachelle Martins from USA (child sponsor), Board Members  - Bonnie D’Mello, Sharon D’souza 
and Joyce Martins, volunteers Olga Maladen and Delilah Lobo, , staff members Ms Cassiana  Vieira, Ms Glynis 
D’Silva, our loyal helpers Neelam and Shobha, our children and their families and GVC supporters Mena D’Mello 
and Domnic Maladen.   

The hall was beautifully decorated with a Christmas Tree, buntings, balloons and  a banner  wishing one and all a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New year – 2016.  The children arrived at 10 am dressed in colorful clothes and a 
Santa Cap was handed to each one to complete the festive look.

The programme started with games for the children which they thoroughly enjoyed. A few games were also held 
for the parents too so they could participate in the festivities with their children.

Santa’s arrival was welcomed by the children with great excitement who in turn rewarded the children with goodies 
and sweets. Shortly after, GVC students studying in primary and secondary at St Ann’s High School joined in the fun 
and games.

Children and parents enjoyed snacks and drinks followed by a small Christmas gift – parents received a small 
hamper of give items of daily needs and the children received a small bag of goodie.

The celebrations wound up with the distribution of prizes to the winners of all games.

The celebrations ended on a happy note with everyone wishing A VERY VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a VERY VERY 
HAPPY NEW YEAR – 2016.

Peter Martins
Manager Finance and Administration
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TASMANIAN FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Fundraising for charities can be a challenge 
in the modern day, with so many worthy 
organisations competing to attract support 
from donors and sponsors.
 
The Tasmanian GVC Fundraising Committee 
have adopted a policy of providing good value 
for the supporters’ donation.  The motto 
is “You scratch our back, and we’ll scratch 
yours!”  We appreciate every contribution to 
our fundraising efforts, whether in cash or in 
kind.  
 
The last GVC Tasmania Fundraising event was 
another successful “Wineries Bus Tour” in the 
Coal Valley near Hobart held on Saturday 26 
September 2015.

The tour’s first stop was at Puddleduck 
Vineyard on Cambridge Road where our 
group was provided with 5 tastings (sparkling 
“Bubbleduck”, fume blanc, chardonnay, 
riesling, and pinot noir ) and generous cheese 
platters in the recently-opened tasting room/
café overlooking the estate’s dam populated 
with … (you guessed it) … ducks!

The group enjoyed a delicious barbecue 
on site at Puddleduck, as the proprietors 
operate a “reverse BYO” system enabling 
patrons to enjoy a relaxing BBQ on the lawns 
while sampling the local wine.  And we were 
fortunate to be blessed with magnificent 
weather.  For more information, go to : http://
www.puddleduckvineyard.com.au/ 
 
Next stop (after the sheepdogs had rounded 
up the stragglers and got them onto the bus!)  
was the Richmond Wine Cellar in the heart of 
the historic town (home to a convict gaol, the 
oldest stone bridge and the oldest Catholic 
Church in Australia).  At the Wine Cellar, we 
were provided with an engaging talk by an 
amusing vigneron about the wines grown 
on the owners’ vineyards at Clemens Hill.  
Sampling of chardonnay, sauvignon blanc and 
pinot noir followed.
 
After a leisurely walk around the historic 
township (including the obligatory visit to the 
local lolly shop), we ventured forth to the Coal 
River Farm ( http://www.coalriverfarm.com.
au/ ) which specialises in cheese, chocolate 
and local fruits.  The proprietors explained 
their fresh local food philosophy on their 
panoramic grassed lookout while serving 
samples of their wares.

All aboard the Wineries Tour bus!

At Puddleduck Vineyard tasting room



Make a Difference with 
the GVC 

Your donations help us build 
classrooms, buy books, provide 
playgrounds and create bright 

futures. Thank you for your 
generosity and support. 

To make a donation via direct 
deposit:

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – India 

Relief Fund

Bank: National Australia Bank Bank 
BSB: 087 007

Account number: 170394196

Donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
Email 

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name and a 

receipt will be issued to you.

Donate
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VICTORIA - FUNDRAISING EVENT
The Fundraising Committee in Victoria collaborated with Maria Pellicano director of 
SingOut Singing & Performance School to hold a fundraising event in August 2015.    
Maria herself an accomplished singer performed eight songs that carried a message 
of hope and change.  The event was well attended and a success.
The youngest performer was Claudia Pellicano who gave a stunning rendition of 
‘Somewhere over the rainbow”.  Performances were also given by other promising 
singers including an acapella group.

This is what Maria had to say.
Using music and songs to bring people together for a common goal is a wonderful 
tool as it’s the language of the soul and that unites our diversity and culture.   
I performed songs that allowed me to share my journey as I spoke about the impact 
we can have in life to make a difference and contribution.   Our voices can speak 
and sing so whenever you use your voice remember, ‘the human voice is the organ 
of the soul” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (poet & educator 1882)
Let’s share our soul and be thankful for our sound and the opportunities we have 
to breathe life into others.  What a fantastic night of inspiration it was and I look 
forward to more events like this in the future.  

We too at the GVC look forward to future collaborations.


