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From the Chair
In 2009 we reached out to you to help the underprivileged children in the village of Tivim in Goa to an education 
and a decent future.

You did not disappoint –with your assistance we have touched many lives and many more hearts. Over 150 
children have accessed education opportunity through the Global Vaddo Charity (GVC) Learning Program.  We 
simply could not have done it without you. 

Today, we have close to 100 children continuing their education through the GVC Learning Program.  Children 
from Lower Kindergarten to Year 12 students.  Our senior students all have a focus on a career that will enable 
them to gain skills towards employment and a decent life.  

Thank you for helping us change lives.  

Due to numerous factors, including but not limited to the political climate in India, we have decided to suspend 
accepting new children under this program.   Note, the program will be suspended not terminated, until we feel 

In the meantime, all our current students will continue their education and training until they are ready for
employment.  Furthermore, the local community in Goa is currently discussing other community programs 
(computer education, healthcare, in-kind support (food rations), assistance for the aged and disabled etc) that 
the Centre can deliver.    

Thanks to the tremendous commitment and dedication from our volunteer Board in Goa and the managing 
team, GVC in Goa is now operating with very little supervision from GVC Australia.

The funding crisis confronting NGOs has been covered on many occasions in various media outlets.  The GVC is 
not secluded from this problem.  Of the 100 children that we support half of them are sponsored by individuals.  

and managing a tight budget. Your support is our driving force to continue supporting these children in the 
future. The smallest gift from you helps us make a huge difference in peoples lives. 



We are making plans – tell us what you think
Timor Leste
We know that all stories start with “Once upon a time” maybe not now. While the sun rises with joy in some 
countries, darkness burdens among others. Our close neighbour Timor Leste, one of the poorest country in 
Asia, is in that heartbreaking situation, as they continue to face a great deal of pain and misery. 

In July this year, I was invited to join the “Pittwater Friends of Soibada” on their biannual trip to Timor Leste.
I took the opportunity offered to me and spent 10 days. In my time, travelled to Dili and then on to Soibada 
which is a sub-district in the district of Monatutu.

And here are the devastating facts.

After almost three decades of Indonesian occupation, Timor-Leste gained its independence in 2002. The
widespread violence during the years of occupation has taken its toll and although the nation continues 
to strive to rebuild, the challenges they face are many. The impact of those challenges is overwhelmingly 
devastating as the country remains one of the world’s poorest nations, with an estimated 42 per cent of the 
population living in poverty. 

The country’s educational issues prevent the development of a skilled workforce, which hinders the ability of 
the government to function effectively. This skill gap is particularly problematic for Timorese youths, where 
educational inadequacies have led to a 40 per cent unemployment level in the country. 

Maternal mortality rates are among the highest in the world, at 0.215% (Maternal Health Task Force)
compared to 0.0068% in Australia (UNSW – National Perinatal Epidemiology & Statistics Unit), 0.13% in India 
(Health Ministry India), and 0.19% in Ethiopia (Wikipedia).

It is estimated that 353,000 people do not have access to clean water and 663,000 (more than half the
population) are without adequate sanitation leading to an increase in mortality rates especially amongst 
infants and children.  65 children die every year from diarrhoea 

Happy Children of Timor Leste



As a young nation with limit-
ed resources, assistance from 
the developed world is critical 
to progress in Timor-Leste. 
Increased foreign aid, focused 
on the primary causes of 
poverty in the country, will be 
a strong starting point for
enabling a stable economic 
future for Timor-Leste to 
alleviate poverty facing the 
country. This is a call for help. 
To feed the many human be-
ings that go hungry. To edu-
cate those that long for such 
an opportunity to have a better 
health, job, and life. 

The GVC is exploring options 
to assist the communities in the 
villages of Soibada and
Tasi Fatin and has commenced 
work on a very small scale by
providing books and medical 
supplies to a health clinic in Soibada.The Financial 
aspect would be an enormous help but, we also 
need in-kind support. We need clothes, ( 0-12 years) 
both boys and girls, we need medical supplies 
including stethoscopes, blood pressure equipment, 
diagnostic equipment, scales, instruments sterile, 
thermometers, syringes bandages, healing creams 
and gels, etc.  We also need educational material 
such as exercise books, stationery, etc. Early learning 
books in English, Portuguese and/or Tetum. 

If you have a spare time or eyes to guide or a voice 
to advocate or a helping hand, I ask you kindly to 
take a chance. If you’re a retired teacher or a nurse 
or a horticulturist or a nutritionist who can and 
wants to assist, I invite to join us. 

We look forward to discussing with you the wide 
range of opportunities to work together and start 
our
journey. Please do not hesitate to send us an email 
to contact@gvc.org.au and we will let you know 
when we plan to make our next visit.

Evelyn Robertson

Health Care Clinic

High Secondary Classrooms



At the Front Line
The academic year 2017-18 at the GVC Learning Centre came to a close on 31st March 2018 with 12 children from 
Upper K G securing admission in Class I in St Ann’s High School for the new academic year starting in June 2018. 
Although we started the session in June 2017 with 15 children, one child left the programme in February 2018 as 
her family returned to their native village. Two children were underage by some months and due to the strict rules 
of the Goa Education Department, they could not be admitted to Class I in St Ann’s. They are now repeating the 
Upper K G along with 13 other children promoted from Lower K G.

It is heartening to note that our children are progressing well in St Ann’s school as seen in the results of the Final 
Exams held in March 2018 and in the recent Mid-Term Tests held in July-August. Many scored over 75% marks 
with a few topping their classes. The Principal praises the efforts of our children whenever we visit the school.

their chatter, laughter, games and mischief. They are getting the undivided attention of the teacher and Volun-
teers. As always, they participate whole-heartedly in all activities, be it their studies, or extra-curricular activities 
such as recitation, singing, conversation, art and craft, dancing and games. 

In July a Tree Planting Awareness Programme was held. The children brought plants and saplings which they 
themselves planted in a clearing in the front yard, with the assistance of a gardener.

Peter Martin     Joyce Martins
Centre Manager     Education Co-ordinator
Board Member

Peter Martins

Peter has been a volunteer with the GVC for almost four years
and during the last two years, he has held the position of
Centre Manager. 

We welcome Peter to the GVC Board in Goa.  Peter is married to
Joyce (who is also a volunteer with the GVC) and they have two
daughters Rachell and Candice.  Peter retired a few years ago from an 
Insurance Company in New Delhi and moved to Goa for his retirement.

Peter brings a wealth of experience to the GVC Board from

Lawrence Pereira

The GVC Board in Australia welcomes Lawrence Pereira who
has joined the GVC Board in Goa mid-2018.

Lawrence is a ‘native’ of Tivim in Goa.  He is married to Mabel
and they have two children Leon and Davina. Lawrence studied
Commerce at University and started his career in Hospitality at Oberoi 

retired in 2017 and returned to his beloved home in Tivim.

Lawrence brings a wealth of experience to the operations in
Goa especially in the area of local knowledge in the community.  

Welcoming our new Board members in Goa



Tree planting day
31st July was Tree Planting Day
at the GVC Learning Centre. 
This activity formed part of
educating children on the
importance of taking care
of the environment and the 
planet.  

Our children
Bhakti Sharma

Bhakti is studying under the GVC Learning Program. She is the only 
daughter and middle child to her parents.  Her father passed away some 
years ago from alcoholic poisoning. Both of her brothers are also
studying under the  GVC Learning Program.  

Through the challenges of poverty and a troubled home environment, 
Bhakti has managed to complete Secondary School Year X last year.
She has now been accepted to complete two years at
Higher Secondary School/ College – Year XI and XII at Shree
Ganesh Higher Secondary in the Arts and Commerce Section.

Bhakti plans to study for a career either in nursing or teaching
dependent upon her results from Year XII.

day at Shree Ganesh Higher Secondary.



 

create bright futures. Thank you for your generosity and support. 

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – India Relief Fund

Bank: Bank BSB: 087 007 Account number: 170394196

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate

GVC Hobart
Thank you to everyone who supported GVC by purchasing an Entertainment Book. Books can still be bought via 
the Entertainment Book website and are valid through to the end of May 2019.
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/24223d9. The book is full of discounts and deals and you can 
quickly redeem the purchase cost within just a couple of uses. GVC receive 20% of the sales price. 

We’re currently in the process of finalising two fundraising initiatives which will let you have your wine and drink     
it too!  One will be an event held in Hobart and one will be online!  Stay tuned on our Facebook page for details
www.facebook/GlobalVaddoCharity

Anyone wishing to join or contribute to GVCs fundraising group in Hobart can contact  gvchobart@gmail.com 
to discuss options.                                                                                                               

Erin Howard
GVC Fundraising Hobart


