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From the Chair 

Joyce Martins, Trustee & OIC 
Education Program

Peter Martins,
GVC  - Centre Manager

Our teachers 

Sharon D’Souza,
Trustee &  OIC Community Liaison

In the last six months, the GVC has had its fair share of challenges.

It was with a heavy heart that we bid goodbye to Bonnie D’Mello our Managing Trustee in Goa.   Bonnie and his wife  Mina have
 migrated to Canada to live with their daughter and son and we wish them good health and happiness as they settle into a new country.

Bonnie joined the GVC in July 2014 as a volunteer trustee.  The giving of his time, skill, energy and self, driven by the desire to do 
good and to make a difference to the the needy is truly  commendable.  Bonnie and Mina were much loved by all the GVC family and 
will be solely missed.

We also said farewell to our two great teachers, Cassiana Vierra who left for health reasons and, Glenys D’Silva who decided to pursue 
further education.  We thank them both for the tremendous contribution they have made to our children and wish them well in
 their future endeavours.  

On a bright note, we welcome our new Centre Manager, Peter Martins.  Peter joined the GVC as a volunteer in June 2015 working 
with Bonnie until his departure in March this year.

Peter brings strong administrative skills to the position and has a passionate belief in the vision of the GVC.    Joyce Martins also 
joined the GVC as a volunteer in June 2015 and was appointed to the Board in September 2015.  Joyce has  a strong background in 
education and teaching experience and skills.  She spent over 25years teaching in a private school in Delhi, India until she retired 
and moved to Goa.   Joyce overseas the GVC’s Education Program.

Sharon D’Souza who holds the local position of Deputy Sarpanch (Deputy Mayor) was appointed to the GVC Board in Goa in September 
2015 and brings strong local community knowledge and understanding of cultural aspects of the community to her position.  
Sharon’s contributions to theGVC Board in Goa have been invaluable and we are very grateful for her generosity in serving on 
the board.

Evelyn Robertson
Founder & Chair

Our teachers:

Margaret Furtado
Angela D’Lima

Farewell to:
Bonnie and Mina D’Mello
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Sponsor a Child – It Works! 
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Sponsor a Child – It Works!
GVC’s education program aims to develop children by investing in their education at the earliest opportunity. Our goal is for children 
to graduate with the skills to be economically self-supporting thereby giving them the best opportunity to live a meaningful life free 
from poverty. 

One example of our education program in action is Anand Billar. Anand is one of three boys in a family of five.  His parents left their 
village due to the inability to sustain themselves within a large joint family.  They travelled to Goa seeking employment with only the
clothes on their back and Rs.200 (AU$4) in the pocket.  After two months and several days of starvation, their father obtained casual 
work as a labourer, however, this didn’t last long.  

GVC employed his mother and admitted Anand to our Alex and Maria Learning 
Centre (he was four year old at the time).  Anand is a very hard working boy and
is now studying in Year 5.  He is an ‘A’ student and takes great pride in his school 
work.  He dreams to study engineering when he is older and help his family to a 
life of decency.

Through our sponsorship program, we continue to provide the family in-kind 
support and all three boys receive an education through the GVC Learning Program
whilst heir mother continues employment with us.   

We need your help …
GVC currently supports the education of over 70 children spanning from early 
learning through to secondary schooling. We currently have three children 
that need your support:

Date of Birth:     20 January 2010           
Year at School:   Upper Kindergarten
Gracy is one of two children. Her father is unemployed most of the year. He is 
intellectually challenged and securing employment is difficult. 

Her mother has neglected the two children since birth and both children are being 
cared for by their grandparents who find it hard to feed the kids and are certainly in 
no position to educate them.

Gracy Fernandes 

Jai Kishan Kharavat 
  
Date of Birth:     26 November 2009           
Year at School:   Upper Kindergarten

Jai is the middle child of three children His father works at a factory as a casual 
labourer. His mother picks up casual work as a domestic help. The family of five also 
care for their paternal grandmother. Finances are tight and giving their children an 
education does not take priority over meeting their day to day needs.

Diya Kanolkar 

  
Date of Birth:     26 July 2009           
Year at School:   Lower Kindergarten

Diya is the only child to a single mother. Her father was an alcoholic and passed away 
when she turned four. Her mother has taken up employment to give her daughter 
and herself a roof and food. She is in no position to consider an education for Diya. 

For as little as $35 per month you can help Gracy, Jai Kishan and Diya get an education that will nable them to secure a job and 
a decent life in the future.   Please email contact@gvc.org.au for further details if you are willing to support.

Rod Jones, 
Deputy Chair



Our GVC Experience - Penny & Emil
Joining GVC
Penny: Evelyn called me on a rainy afternoon day, sometime in April. She was returning my call. I had been trying to call her regarding 
a volunteering opportunity with a charity that works with 'kids' in 'India' - the two main keywords that got my attention instantly. 
A warm, soft yet assertive voice was at the other end of the line, explaining to me what the work was. The one thing I remember her 
telling me was this - "we're a small organisation but we do good, meaningful work. If you commit to this, we want you to run with us 
right till the conclusion of the event." 

And surely enough, I accepted the invitation to the first official meeting.

Emil: My journey with GVC started in March 2016. I was a recent graduate from university, looking for a job, when my mum (a good 
friend of Evelyn’s) suggested that I help out with GVC’s upcoming charity ball. I wholeheartedly agreed and was quickly contacted 
by Evelyn regarding the charity and what it stood for. I was pleased to find out that I would be helping out at an event that would raise 
money for underprivileged children and adults in Goa, India. She asked if I wanted to join and see the event through to the end and I
 happily agreed.

First Official Meeting
Penny: I walked into the room where Emil, Bindi and Evelyn were sitting around a table, discussing the event. We were all probably 
thinking the exact same thing - how can WE help?
 
What I mostly remember is Evelyn talking passionately about the children, their stories, how GVC as an organisation is helping them and 
how grateful she is that everyone who is associated with the GVC does everything they can to support this cause. 

Instantly, I felt like a part of the team. We had one goal now and we would, in the next few months perform various activities and tasks, 
working towards that goal - to make the Grand GVC Fundraising Ball a huge success, doing everything in our capacity to raise money
 for the children.

What it is like volunteering with GVC?
Emil: Being a volunteer for the GVC is very fulfilling and also takes a lot of effort and hard work. As a relatively small charity, the GVC 
has only a few volunteers; however, the passion of the people helping out burns bright like an evening star, and that allows for tremendous
 work to be completed by a group with limited resources. Everyone at GVC is friendly and easy-going, always wanting newcomers to 
feel welcome and as a part of the team. This atmosphere really allows for the efficient planning and successful implementation of 
up-and-coming events.

At GVC, no job is too big or too small. We are all working towards a common goal and we are aware of it, which is why we are not 
shy to jump in if someone asks us for help. We have done a variety of tasks, from selling tickets to requesting support in the form of 
donations, from wrapping up prizes to putting up posters, from practicing the script (for the night) to taking pictures and selling raffle 
tickets. At every step of the way, we have encountered the nicest of people…it is almost as if it was meant to be! 

The Big Event
Penny: We arrived at the venue and were pleasantly surprised. It was a huge reception hall with tables set up for patrons and guests. 
One end of the room featured the auction tables and in the centre were the dance floor and stage. My first reaction was a pang of nervousness; 

Emil, my co-host could tell.  We were going to be hosting the event, conducting the auction and addressing the guests. I had never done such 
a thing in my life and here I was in front of a crowd of more than one hundred people.
Emil: My first reaction was "Wow, this event is really here!" When I went further inside, everyone was already at work, finishing their tasks, 
adding the final touches. At about 6:30pm, the guests started to arrive. Penny and I were at the reception desk welcoming them in. 

The evening kick-started with a live performance which led into the auction and finally the winners of the raffle draw were announced, 
with breaks for entrees, dinner and dessert. 

Penny: The evening went off brilliantly, even better than we had planned. The guests were enjoying themselves and having a ball. T
here was singing, dancing, food and drinks and that was the intention - the grand GVC fundraising ball has finally happened. Months 
of planning seemed tiny compared to the grand success of a few hours of the event. 

Emil: We were exhausted but we had big smiles on our faces. This was for the kids and their futures. Being able to help bring smiles 
to the little children’s faces brings incredible joy to our hearts…being able to contribute to such a noble effort keeps us motivated and
 pumped up for next time! 



  

Conclusion
Penny and Emil: Working with GVC has taught us to be grateful for the things we have - not all are as fortunate as we are and not 
all have similar opportunities. It is no fault of their own that the children who are not as privileged as us have grown up in difficult 
circumstances. It has surely taught us to complain less.

We are grateful for the opportunity to make a difference and help with this noble cause. When we look back, everything just seems
to fall into place. We know one thing for sure - we're going to be with GVC for a very long time. You cannot get rid of us, Evelyn! 
We're in it for the long haul.

Emil and Penny
Members of the GVC Event Management
Committee. 



TASMANIAN GVC FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

Once again, the Tasmanian Fundraising Committee hosted a successful musical event, called the “Day on the Bay” on 28 February 2016.

Committee member Karen Smith graciously hosted the event for the third year in a row at her riverside property on the Derwent River at 
Otago (directly opposite that other music and cultural hub, MONA, the Museum of Old & New Art!)

A loyal crowd of approx. 70 supporters braved the relatively cooler conditions than previous events, and were entertained by three blues 
and rock ‘n roll bands: the 120Y’s, End of Conversation, and Barrelhouse.

Other support came in the form of scaffolding for the stage, marquees, electrician, security guards, and food and beverage assistants. 
 It is heart-warming to see how generous people are when called upon to assist a good cause.

With the generous support of our fans, the event raised over $3,000.  A good time was had by all.

The Tasmanian Fundraising Committee also raises funds in other ways.  For example, we distribute fund-raising Cadbury 
chocolates to a number of workplaces in Hobart (everyone has a sweet tooth hidden away somewhere!).  And the Committee also 
distributes each year’s edition of The Entertainment Book that not only provides a wide range of discounts at restaurants etc, a percentage
 of the proceeds of each book sold on behalf of a registered charity, goes to that charity, namely GVC.

The Committee members are always keen to hear of any new ideas for fundraising, so please let us know.

Jim Connolly
Lead – GVC Events Management Tasmania


