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FROM THE CHAIR
It is hard to believe that we are already into the first quarter of 2018!  Another year over and “what have done”?
   
Well, the past year has been a year of considerable achievement in pursuing the mission of the Global Vaddo Charity (GVC).   
It was the year we celebrated the success in “breaking the cycle of poverty” with our first student Gulshan Naik passing 
through High School, taking up part time employment and going on to University.  Gulshan is the first in many generations 
of his family to have attained an education, an education that will place him in good stead to live a life that is free of 
poverty and despair.    The time that Gulshan received support from the GVC, was a time spent by his father to secure a 
steady job with a decent income and support his son as he journeys through University and beyond.

In addition to free education and welfare to the needy in the local community, supporting the plight of migrant workers 
fleeing poverty and despair from remote villages in India continues to be an important part of the work of the GVC.    Over 
70% of our children are from impoverished families leaving their villages to find work and a better life in Goa.

We are thankful to Sr. Leena, Principal of St. Ann’s High School for working with us by providing group admissions for 
the GVC students each year along with some subsidies.   We continue to work towards encouraging local businesses to 
demonstrate compassion and kind heartedness for those less fortunate than us by supporting our operations through in-
kind and financial donations.

Thank you to all our supporters during 2017.   I hope you have all had a great start to 2018 and I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a year filled with joy, peace and love.

Evelyn Robertson

Hobart Fundraising Committee
Hobart’s fundraising group is still busily plotting this year’s fundraising activities. In an attempt to broaden GVCs reach, we are 
expanding our non-event based fundraising to include;

Goodwill Wines - a company that sells boutique Australian wine online, passing on 50% of the profits to charities in partnership 
with them ie GVC! www.goodwillwine.com.au

Entertainment Books – purchase a book containing discount vouchers for dining, entertainment and more to pass a percentage 
of the profits to GVC. Sales to commence shortly via www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/24223d9

Cadbury Chocolates – sold at various work places in Hobart, with a percentage of profit going to GVC. Please email us if you 
know of a work place that can sell this chocolates on our behalf. 

If you are interested in assisting, have fundraising ideas or would like to host your own event on behalf of GVC Hobart, please 
contact GVCHobart@gmail.com to discuss your options.

Of course, we still plan to hold special fundraising events throughout the year, so make sure you keep up to date by visiting our 
Facebook page.

Erin Howard
Lead – Hobart Fundraising Committee
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At the Centre
All work and no play make Jack and Jill dull children. Hence at GVC, Goa we provide our little ones plenty of fun times to keep 
their spirits up. Whenever the occasion arises we have fun days with no studies. 

On 14th Nov 2017 we celebrated Children’s Day. It was a “no bag, no uniform day.” The children looked lovely in bright coloured 
clothes. The children enthusiastically took part in games and races organised by the teachers. They were given snacks and soft 
drinks and a small gift each. These gifts were donated by generous people in Australia and brought to Goa by Evelyn. 

We received visitors from Australia and the children were very happy to meet with them and engage.

Christmas was celebrated on 22nd Dec 2017. The hall was brilliantly decorated with articles made by the teachers and children. 
In one corner stood the well decorated and well-lit Christmas tree. The children came in their Sunday best, excitement writ 
large on their faces. With great enthusiasm they welcomed Santa Claus who sang, danced and played games with them. Santa 
gave each child a goodies bag full of delightful eatables. After a hearty meal they went home to enjoy their winter break. 

The students are now busy practising for the Annual Day to be held at the end of 
February beginning of March.

Joyce Martins
Education Program Lead/Educator
Volunteer



Meeting Parents & Children
Bi-annual meeting of the children with their parents provides an opportunity for engaging and private discussions with 
parents on various aspects of their lives in a casual setting.

Cutting the Birthday Cake
Children enjoying a birthday of classmates.
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Our Challenges?
It is not often that we speak of the ongoing challenges we face in India.  

Whilst we recognise our achievements and the rewarding outcomes we receive through our work, our challenges can sometime 
overwhelm.  

We have experienced a number of parents who have decide to take their children and return to their village after their child/
children have attended school 1-3 years under our Learning Program, resulting in a lost opportunity to break the cycle of 
illiteracy and poverty, or a mother has had to leave and return to her village due to a husband who has either turned alcoholic 
or committed suicide leaving a family destitute.  

A major impact on our learning program is a change in government direction and strategy.  In the latest directive from the 
Education Department mainstream schools (such as St. Ann’s) are required to obtain a list of seven documents from parents 
establishing their identity, residence proof, etc etc, for their child/children to be considered for admission to the school.   This 
is a serious problem for parents who are illiterate, have moved from their villages with no knowledge or understanding of 
documents, at times moving with just the clothes on their backs, children who have been born at home with no birth record. 

Circular sent to parents:

CIRCULAR TO PARENTS

As per the directive from education department, admission to St. Ann’s from June 2018, will be taken only by 
producing the following document 

1. BIRTH CERTIFICATE
2. AADHAR CARD
3. RATION CARD
4. VOTING CARD
5. PROOF OF RESIDENCE (letter from Panchayat)
6. COPY OF LAND LINE PHONE BILL
7. COPY OF LANDLORD’S TAX RECEIPT

Whilst the children currently studying under our program are not affected by this directive, all new admissions will be a 
challenge.  We may not be in a position to take on a child no matter how deserving if parents are unable to produce the 
documents required.  Whilst we continue to work with parents and schools in this regard, the future for a number of these 
children looks bleak and sadly our hand is being forced due to inadequacies in the governing bodies and bureaucratic red tape.

Make a Difference with the GVC 

Your donations help us build classrooms, buy books, provide playgrounds and 
create bright futures. Thank you for your generosity and support. 

To make a donation via direct deposit:

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – India Relief Fund

Bank: National Australia Bank Bank BSB: 087 007 Account number: 170394196

Donations over $2 are tax deductible. Email contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate




