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Timor Leste
Meeting with the Minister of Education, Timor Leste.

A breakfast meeting was held at the Hotel Timor with the Minister of Education, 
Hon. Dulce de Jesus Soares and the GVC representatives.

Discussions were very productive – the Minister acknowledged the limitations of 
what her department were able to provide in resources to numerous rural com-
munities.  However, on a positive note, expressed her gratitude for our working in 
helping rebuild their country.  She assured us that we would receive the support we 
needed in setting up an early learning centre and contributions throughteacher’s 
professional development, stationary, curriculum material.

R-L:  Jenni Sinnot (GVC),
Hon. Dulce de Jesus Soares, Minister of Education, 
Timor Leste,
Evelyn Robertson (GVC), Nigel Robertson (GVC).



NEW ADMISSIONS!
We have taken in new admissions for 2019-2020 of a total of 13 children.  All of these
children come from exceptionally deprived families.  Education is the only ”light at the
end of the tunnel” and for a four year old coming to school in clean cloths, playing and 
studying with friends, having a nutritious meal is like having ‘won the lottery’.

Here are some of our new admissions adapting to school.

Some of the new children       

Playtime

Birthday celebration         

Working with teacher
Friday treat!



CHANGING OF THE GUARD - GOA
CENTRE MANAGER

We thank Peter and Joyce Martins for their work with the GVC 
children over the last 4 years and we wish them well as they 
move on to more relaxing lives and spending time with family.

We welcome Mabel Pereira as the new Centre Manager.  
Mabel comes with many years in management positions the 
most recent being with the at a five star hospitality
establishment.  

Mabel lives with her husband Lawrence, two children and her 
mother in Tivim conveniently close to the GVC Learning
Centre.    

Mabel started in March 2019 and has hit the ground running 
in taking over the operations of the GVC so close to the
academic year in Goa.    

FROM THE CENTRE MANAGER – GVC GOA

GVC School reopened for the academic year in the first week of June. We had 13 new admissions plus 3 students 
promoted from LKG, in all 15. The new students were taken on basis of a physical survey of their economic & living 
conditions to ensure the benefits go to the deserving. After a few days of tears and tantrums they settled down to a 
happy learning schedule.  Our newly appointed teachers come with training and experience.
They are now well into the prescribed syllabus.

With the 2 meals that we provide the children there is a visible change in the health of the children.

They look cleaner & neater with the constant drumming of hygiene habits by the teachers.  Most of them do not
have toilets at home and defecate in the open, they have to be toilet trained. Each step for us here at GVC
is a great victory.

First week of August we had to close the school for a week because of the incessant rains. There were flood like
situations in most part of Goa and the surrounding states.  When they came back they were excited about the
Independence Day celebration on Aug. 15.  The teachers taught them a patriotic action song in Hindi. All of them 
painted the national flag.  We had a small celebration with cake and goodies.

At the end of every month we have a birthday celebration of children who have had their birthdays during that month, 
with cutting of the birthday cake.

At the end of August we had a doctor from the Govt. Primary Health Centre come to GVC to give general health 
check to the students. Their physical statistics have been documented and will be monitored regularly.  They dosed 
them for deworming.  Any abnormal observation was given a referral to a specialist at the District Hospital.  One of 
our student was observed to be having a speech impairment and was referred to a speech therapist

Meanwhile one of our beneficiaries Bhavana who is boarding at the home for orphans, had earlier lost her mother 
and was forced to go into the home as her father was an alcoholic.   A month ago, she lost her father too.  She is 
around 11 years of age and a very good student but has had a rough time.  The Nuns at the home take good care of 
her.

Beginning September our students were excited about the Ganesh (the elephant head God) celebration.
The teachers put henna designs on their hands.  We had a week’s vacation, as it’s a local festival. They are back 
from the vacations and are getting prepared for their periodic academic tests before we close for Diwali Vacations 

Mabel Pereira
Centre Manager



Married with two adult children I enjoy going to the
movies, jogging, taking Reggie our cavoodle for walks, 
visiting galleries and gardening.

I believe we should all give back to the community in 
some way and when I came across the ad by GVC 
which was looking for someone to help compile its
Annual Reports and Newsletters I saw an opportunity to 
do exactly that.

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR TWO NEW EDUCATORS

JOSEPH PARLAPIANO - A COMMITTED VOLUNTEER

Supriya Harmalkar 
is a B.Com graduate and holds a 
Diploma in Nursery Teachers Training, 
Montessori teaching and computer.
Her hobbies are music and reading.

Rajita Salgaonkar Is a BA graduate with a Diploma in 
Education, and Computer Applications and computer 
management with experience in pre-primary teaching.  
Her hobbies are reading, dancing and gardening.
We welcome Supriya and Rajita to our team in Goa
and hope that their experience with the children will
be a rewarding one.

A Graphic Artist for over 35 years
I have worked for a variety of
advertising agencies and also
been self-employed.

Currently working for a digital
printing business and also the
occasional freelance project.

When Joseph first responded to the GVC advertisement 
for help to complete our annual reports and newsletters, 
it was a blessing from above. We had gone through a 
number of ‘fly by night’ applicants and those who were 
not up to the task.  We were praying for a change in our 
fortunes and ‘Joseph’ was the answer.

For almost four years now, Joseph has been doing all 
annual reports, newsletters and other graphic work for 
the GVC.    The strength of the GVC is the chain of
volunteers that hold us all together – we are so very 
grateful for every link in this chain.

Meeting Joseph you can immediately see that he is kind, 
giving and patient – nothing is too difficult or not
possible.  We are very fortunate to have him on our
team and hope that he continues for many more years
into the future.

Evelyn Robertson



KILMORE DISTRICT HOSPITAL
During our visit to Aubeon, Timor Leste, in October 2018, we found that the little medical clinic 
had been shut down due to the inability to resource the clinic.

On our return, our contacted Tanya Nicholson at the Kilmore District Hospital to talk about ways 
that the hospital could help.  Tanya was very supportive of the cause and agreed to look into 
ways that any items that they no longer needed would be set aside to be donated to the clinic in 
Aubeon.

On our visit in June, we took nine boxes of items donated by the Kilmore District Hospital for the 
clinic in Aubeon.  The community of Aubeon we overjoyed to receive all the donations and
immediately set about cleaning and reopening the clinic – they were abundantly grateful for the 
help they received and sent their appreciation through letters and tokens.  

We are the GVC are so very thankful for Kilmore District Hospital for the assistance and hope our 
relationship will continue into the future

Sarah D'Mello assisting with the distribution of 
the medical supplies in Aubeon.

Francis D'Mello, Sarah D'Mello, Hetti D'Mello 
and Evelyn Robertson with the Health Workers 
at the Clinic in Soibada 



In March 2019 the GVC Board approved a partnership project with the community of Aubeon 
which is a remote village in the sub district of Natarbora in Timor Leste.  We have been
working with the community on various aspects of the project and have made much progress.    

The school has been registered and an application has been made to the Department of
Education for a license to operate the centre.  

On our recent visit to the village, we enrolled approximately 50 children between the ages of 4 and 
5 who will commence in January 2020.  The sole income of over 90% of these families is farming 
(vegetables, pigs, chickens) the sale of some of these brings in a small amount of
currency to purchase rice, tea, sugar, soap.

We are asking for child sponsors - $35/month to cover costs of uniforms, shoes, meals, and all 
other costs associated with the education of the child.
Every little bit from you, make a huge difference to these children.

EARLY LEARNING CENTRE FOR AUBEON

The aim is to renovate and upgrade a small 
structure in the village into a fully functional 
Early Learning Centre for the children.

The renovations will commence in
September over a two week period and 
undertaken by volunteers from Victoria and 
Tasmania.  

As with all projects, we need resources to 
make this work and any form of assistance 
from you would make a big difference to the 
community who is in great need.  



 

create bright futures. Thank you for your generosity and support. 

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – India Relief Fund

Bank: Bank BSB: 087 007 Account number: 170394196

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH THE GVC

Online Donations
We are now in a position to receive online donations via credit/debit card.  
If you get on to our website, there are two places you can find the                   button:

On the tab “Ways to Help”

On the tab “Home”


