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From the Chair
2020 has been the most challenging year in my lifet ime!  Australia suf fered devastat ing fires and 
the world dealt with the onslaught of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic bringing st ress and 
uncertainty.   It is considered the most crucial global health calamity of the century and the greatest 
challenge that humankind has faced since the Second World War.

India’s public landscape has t ransformed dramat ically over the last few months, with the most 
prolonged lockdown that the present generat ion has seen.   Declared on March 24, 2020, the 
lockdown ensured that hundreds of millions of people were ef fect ively confined to home, except when 
they ventured out, armed with a self-at tested affidavit, to stock up on essent ials.  Thousands headed to 
their v illages on foot f rom major cit ies due to lack of work.

In part icular, Goa with a populat ion of 1.8 million have recorded 12350 cases and 116 deaths.   
Whilst the lockdown may have helped to curb the spread of the disease, it has hit hard for those most 
vulnerable that is the old, the children and the poor and dest itute.   

At the t ime of writ ing this art icle, the GVC Learning Centre has been closed since March 2020 
and the village (Cantorlim, Tiv im) was declared a hotspot with 16 cases amongst a populat ion of 
approximately 60 people and, was in complete lockdown for approximately three weeks.   Schools 
are st ill closed and it is ant icipated that they will not reopen unt il Jan 2021.

On a brighter note, GVC Learning Centre in Timor Leste has done well.  The Centre reopened in July 
2020 and all are glad to be back, especially the children.  In Timor Leste, the government responded 
early to the pandemic and closed it borders in mid-March – firstly to non-cit izens and, soon af ter, to 
everyone. By the end of May, Timor-Leste had had  just 24 confirmed cases of coronavirus, mostly 
Timorese students who had returned f rom studying in Indonesia.  All of these cases were successfully 
quarant ined in the capital Dili and recovered. One East Timorese woman working in a Northern Ireland 
meatworks passed away from the disease.

During the lockdown in Timor, the GVC provided food relief to the poor and dest itute.  Families who 
were unable to source food supplies due to the lockdown found themselves in a posit ion where they 
were unable to sustain themselves and their families.  GVC Food Relief project arranged for bags of 
rice, beans, potatoes, soap etc to be purchased and dist ributed in May and June.  This project helped 
195 desperate and disabled families f rom the brink of starvat ion and for this they were enormously 
grateful.

I want to thank each and every one of you who have helped during the pandemic and those loyal 
donors that cont inue to believe and help us with our work. 

We hope and pray that 2021 will bring healing, peace and stability to our world.

Evelyn Robertson

ABN 750 114 088 33

Providing hope and inspiration for the children of Goa, India and Aubeon, Timor Leste 
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Timor Leste Project - Aubeon School
Af ter three fact finding t rips to Timor Leste (formerly known as East Timor), between 2018 and 2019, a small 
Project Team (Aaron Moffat t, Lachlan Moffat t, George Albion, Evelyn & Nigel Robertson) journeyed to the remote 
village of Aubeon, Timor Leste (approx 5 hours f rom the capital Dili), in Sept 2019 to commence renovat ions on an 
exist ing building for the purpose of establishing an Early Learning Centre in this local community.

This project came about af ter discussions with the local community, Minister of Educat ion and representat ives of 
the governing bodies for the community of Aubeon, whereby the local community agreed to support the use of an 
exist ing building that was built by the government approx 6 years ago, but never used due to no funding to support 
ongoing cost for a teaching facility and/or any other type of community facility.

Although two prior v isits to Aubeon were mainly a fact-finding mission, basic informat ion pertaining to the building 
was limited and only made available to the GVC for considerat ion in early 2019, whereby the proposed Learning 
Centre would t ransfer to the local community as their responsibility, with the GVC prepared to project fund the cost 
to renovate the exist ing building to accommodate two early learning classes, a funct ional k itchen, toilet facilit ies, 
teachers/admin room and an enclosed fence area to secure the property and building f rom stray animals. 

The building had laid unused for approximately 6-years, which was originally constructed with government funds 
to prosper educat ion in these remote Regional areas. With only basic knowledge of known building dimensions 
and available services, the Project Team (Arron and Lochlan Moffat, George Abion, Nigel and Evelyn Robertson) 
arrived in Aubeon in Sept 2019 with a semi-prepared itemised list of hardware items, tools and other equipment/
materials required to commence this project. On arrival, the prepared list provided lit tle comfort in procuring the 
appropriate materials as a number of important items were now not available (i.e. t imber), although prior on-line 
research with a local hardware business (Vinod Patel) was useful in determining cost ings and availability. This 
proved rather a dif ferent story when we fronted to collect these items. Due to this miscalculat ion error a rather 
spontaneous decision was required by the Project Team to determine what alternat ive materials we could source 
in replacement of the items that were now not available. This shopping venture was originally only meant to take an 
hour at maximum, and extended well into the af ternoon hot t ropical heat, which was not envied by those t rying to 
get things moving.

The purchase of the various building items in Dili was further delayed along the way with the purchase of food 
supplies to accommodate the Project Team as well as supplies for the village community. The journey to Aubeon 
consisted of five persons in a hired stat ion wagon, followed by the delivery vehicle (5-tonne t ruck), along a 
variety of road condit ions taking near on 5 hours, arriv ing late into the night and with no power available due 
to a recent outage. Materials and other items were unloaded in total darkness with local v illagers providing their 
willing support, with the use of their mobile phones as a means to see where we were going. On complet ion of 
unloading the delivery vehicle and the stat ion wagon, the Project Team were hosted before the local community to 
an evening meal. I believe we got to bed around 1:00am.

Over the next ten days the Project Team and in part icular Aaron and George worked t irelessly in the t ropical heat to 
fulfil the GVC’s object ive of compet ing most of the required building works.

The following is a summary of those items completed:

 • Installat ion of western style toilet & kitchen facilit ies including laying of ceramic t iles;

 • Connect ion of plumbing for toilet & kitchen facilit ies;

 • Repair of exist ing broken water pipe;

 • In-house built k itchen benches and cupboards

 • Construct ion of a 60-metre chain mesh fence & gate; and

 • Part construct ion of the extension for an outdoor (roof lined) eat ing work area for the children.

During construct ion progress, it became very not iceable that some materials required were not available either 
in Dili or locally. Hence a drast ic search of what was available in the surround of the local community was 
undertaken to see what could be scrounged or purchased to make do. I believe Aaron’s technical ability to fit a 
‘square peg into a round hole’ was applauded with lots of fanfare.

The experience of the Project Team was varied and skilled in numerous ways, but the personal skills and 
experience of Aaron Moffat t and George Albion overwhelmingly stood out, where the 10-day venture would 
not have been completed within this t ime period. However, a special thank you must also go to Lachlan Moffat t 
(middle son of Aaron and Mez Moffat t), who provided immense support to the Project Team and involved himself 
in local interact ion to assist in making a number of varied tasks happen. Thank you, for a job well done and the 
laughter and jokes along the way.



One of many roads in ruin on the way to Aubeon

Firsthand experience by volunteers’
Steamy wet season in Timor-Leste with heavy rains daily 
and sweat inducing heat day and night!  What bet ter t ime to 
take a t rip to help open a pre-school at Aubeon in the dist rict 
of Manatuto.

We met Evelyn and Nigel for the first t ime at the airport in 
Darwin, and spent our adventurous first day in Dili stocking 
up on essent ials for the school – milk powder, fans, liquid 
soap, children’s crockery, cooking utensils and hardware. 
A rainwater tank, plumbing supplies, tools and other heavy 
items were loaded onto a t ruck, and we set of f in our hire 
car.

Aubeon sits on the south coast of Timor-Leste, across the 
jagged misty mountain range f rom Dili that runs through the 
spine of Timor-Leste. The road is paved, but steep, windy 
and very narrow in places with huge t rees or steep drop of fs 
at either edge. Roads are damaged repeatedly throughout 
the heavy wet season and in one place, floods had taken the 
road out completely.

Day 1 for the new school began very early, with brightly 
uniformed children walking to school hand in hand with their 
parents, all eager to start. It started with the Timorese nat ional 
anthem and an opening ceremony featuring speeches 
f rom the much-loved local priest, Father Tiago, the Assistant 
Minister for Educat ion and the village Chief. 

We all then packed into the local church, with beaut iful 
singing f rom the local ladies, followed by a celebratory 
lunch. Local delicacies filled the table, including roast chicken, 
beef, buf falo, possum and delicious seaweed salads.

with the hose f rom the next-door neighbour.  Delicious 
Timorese cof fee and f ried cassava, sweet potato or 
bananas was delivered every morning as we woke.

Nigel, Carl and the local lads set up a rainwater tank and 
plumbing for the toilets and kitchen, while we set about 
organising all the families to collect the children’s uniforms.  
Chaos reigned while we all navigated the heat and t ried 
to find the right size uniforms and sandals for the children. 
Sandals, hankies and backpacks were handed out as well 
as shorts and shirts for the boys and dresses for the girls.

The villagers of Aubeon welcomed us with open arms and 
quickly made us feel at home.  Our house that we shared for 
the week, was a 2-bedroom cot tage with ensuite – a squat 
toilet and large shower bucket that we filled daily 

Aubeon, Timor-Leste January 2020

First day at pre-school

First day at pre-school



With the help of the villagers and in part icular the Chief, we 
achieved an enormous amount in that short week. Two full 
classes of eager children ready and able to at tend pre-
school, supported by local teachers and families, a finished 
school building with consistent water supply although 
dependent on a consistent power supply. 

The value of these early years learning opportunit ies for 
children is inest imable.  We know that the early years are the 
most crit ical for laying the foundat ions for learning that will 
influence health and success throughout life. Not only that, but 
children at tending are also assured of a protein containing 
delicious lunch each day which will contribute to their 
healthy growth.

Each day, we all worked hard and enjoyed the hospitality of 
the village. Smiles and waves helped minimise the language 
barrier that we felt so keenly. Food was simple, with lunch a 
large shared plate of steamed rice and st ir-f ried vegetable, 
while we cooked our own dinner in the t iny school k itchen.

The planning and development of this school was built 
over a long period prior to us being involved. We arrived 
at the last minute to help with final touches, but the real 
achievement is due to Evelyn and Nigel and the Global 
Vaddo Charity for having the vision, the energy and the 
ability to help make it a reality. If you have never volunteered 
in this way, and you have the capacity, please consider it.

Carl and I were priv ileged to be able to help out. Aubeon will 
cont inue to need our assistance to help maintain the pre-
school for these and future generat ions of children.

Heather Ferguson and Carl Stephens
Darwin

School started in earnest the next day with children and 
parents very eager to part icipate and learn.  For most 
children, it was the very first t ime they had ever been away 
f rom their parents, so it took t ime for them to set tle in. Play 
t ime and a nutrit ious lunch were enjoyed by all, as these 
lit tle children began to learn the rout ine of a school day. Staf f 
included two teachers and a cook, who also cleaned at the 
end of each day, ably supervised by the gracious Julieta 
Vicente.

Lunchtime

Lunchtime

Local fares



Escola Infantil Weroun - Aubeon,
(EIWA), TIMOR LESTE
Local News

During the COVID 19 had af fected the world. Timor Leste also very much af fected especially 
the people in the rural area. Since the government declared that everyone should not go out 
f rom the house to expose to public places and do our act iv ity as usual, our community 
af fected of starving, the poor ones had no where to get their food to sustain the family. I 
informed this issue to GVC last April 2020 and the GVC generously donated US$ 4000.00 for 
195 families in three communit ies : Aubeon, Umabocu and Soibada. 

Beneficiaries of GVC’s Food Relief Project - 1st round

Beneficiaries of GVC’s Food Relief Project -2nd round 



Af ter the lockdown for three months all k ids were ask to stay home. The school was closed. Before the restart ing 
of the school the government of Timor Leste asked us to complete the seven requirements such as : The staf f 
should have a Covid 19 cert ificate, the school should be cleaned everyday and disinfectant every week, school 
should have a garbage bin and a hole to throw the garbage, water in the drum in each classroom and at the 
gate, all k ids and staf f should wear masks every day.

Af ter all the preparat ion the health team went to cross check if the school has met the requirements.

EIWA completed the seven criteria required by the Minist ry of Health and the class restarted on the first of July 
2020. On their first day back to school was very uncomfortable for the children  because they were required to 
use masks but gradually they got used to it and did a very good job. Even they had a very long break but they 
st ill remember what we had taught them before the Pandemic.

The children are improving compared to the first month of their school.ing For the upper KG , children can count 
numbers 1-20 in English, Tetum and Portuguese, they can read and write four let ters like : Bola, BIBI , they can 
sing and dance and the lower KG can already hold a pencil and write, some of them can write and read ABC 
and count 1-10, some are very talented in drawing.

From 3rd - 7th of August all k ids had exams  just to test them if they are really interested to learn in EIWA. Indeed, 
their exam results were extremely posit ive and overall the children were excited to have achieved a milestone of 
future learnings would be.

Children having their test

Kids having their nutrit ion everyday as usual.

COVID 19 Preparat ions



The upper KG and theLower KG
daily activity 

These are the pictures showing their skills, and interest ing in learning. 



The school ground
There are a lot of improvements in the school 
grounds, with staf f member Natalino doing a great 
job. He cleaned a school ground and plant a plant 
on the site. 

He made a corridor filled with plants and has 
beaut ified the school area with empty bot tle which 
will be painted in dif ferent color. The cook and the 
security did their job as the EIWA describe in the 
Job descript ion. 

The parents also made a play house for the kids, 
it was made of lokal material and all materials 
contributed by the parents. EIWA also set a 
schedule for monthly meet ings with the parents to 
see the progress of the school and development 
of k id’s learning. During the meet ing the parents 
decided to have a general cleaning at the school 
and the school area every weekend of the month.

Julia Vincent
Project Officer

We share in the warm welcome of two gorgeous cherubs Lola 
and Lilian, born early June 2020 in Hobart, Tasmania, to 
one of our much loved volunteer Erin Howard and her partner 
Heath Moore.

Congratulationsto Erin 
and Heath and we wish 
them a wonderful and 
blessed life ahead.

Exciting News!



 

create bright futures. Thank you for your generosity and support. 

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – India Relief Fund

Bank: Bank BSB: 087 007 Account number: 170394196

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate

On the tab “Ways to Help”  http://www.gvc.org.au/donate/

On the tab “Home”  http://www.gvc.org.au/

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH THE GVC
Online Donations
We are now in a position to receive online donations via credit/debit card.  
If you get on to our website, there are two places you can find the                           button: 
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