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From the Chair
Around the world, COVID-19 has caused significant interrupt ion to daily life as we know it.  

As expected many have suf fered financially through  job loss and illness due to the pandemic.  We thank all those who 
have supported us through the years and have had to leave us due to financial constraints, we empathise with your 
situat ion.  We are very grateful to those who have stuck with us through the pandemic as difficult as it has been for all – we 
are enormously grateful as it has allowed us to cont inue our services without disrupt ion.  We can only of fer our words of 
grat itude and appreciat ion for your support.  To those who have commenced your support for our work, I hope we are able 
to give you the joy and sat isfact ion knowing that you are part of the change we make to many lives.

From 9th July, 2020 Victoria was send into st rict lockdown for 
approximately 112 days as the pandemic ravaged through 
communit ies and numbers cont inued on the up and up.  Each day 
at breakfast, checking on new Covid cases, deaths, Covid cases in 
hospital and ICU was the norm.  Globally the pandemic has caused 
havoc in every walk of life, it’s been nothing short of catastrophic 
part icularly for the poor and vulnerable.  But as always during the 
worst t imes the human resilience and spirit of survival is pronounced.  

As we the western world have access to the government assistance, 
and the best of services, those in poor countries st ruggle under an 
ever increasing load of challenges to survive each day.  And as we 
saw in the village of Aubeon and surrounds, in the country of Timor 
Leste, people were on the precipice of starvat ion – and these are the 
few we know!  Goa in India has also been hit badly and schools 
around the country were shut indefinitely.  There were numerous 
cases in the village of Tiv im (the locat ion of the GVC).Init ial numbers 
as reported by government were in the 500s and are currently 
reported at 100+.  Due to the size of the country, the remoteness of 
the villages and the lack of good inf rastructure, report ing is not accurate. 

Currently, we have no indicat ion f rom government in Goa, as to when all schools will reopen since they closed down in 
March 2020.  From rumours the indicat ions are that we may be able to reopen in June 2021.  We have commenced 
accept ing admission on condit ion that we receive the okay to commence in June 2021.  The process of recruit ing a 
teacher/s and cleaner is also in process.  A number of children at our centre have now lost one year of educat ion.  

During the pandemic we reached out to many to assist where needed in Goa and Timor Leste and provided assistance 
where needed.  

Our centre in Aubeon has been fortunate and the centre was reopened in July 2021 af ter closure for six weeks. The first 
batch of 25 students who commenced in U.KG in January 2021 passed through and received admission in Year 1.The event 
was marked with great joy and celebrat ions as the photos in this newslet ter shows.

We will have another year without contact with our children f rom Goa due to the unforeseen lockdown and unknown date of 
commencement.  In the meant ime, we are exploring other means by which we may be able to facilitate contact between 
sponsor and the child – watch this space.

Evelyn Robertson

ABN 750 114 088 33

Providing hope and inspiration for the children of Goa, India and Aubeon, Timor Leste 
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Snapshot of the ef fects of Covid-19
in Goa
Goa is one of the main tourist dest inat ions of India and tourism-related businesses relies heavily 
on tourist into the state.  Many of such businesses have had to close whilst others st ruggle due 
to the shut down for six months. The tourism-related businesses came down to almost zero for 
six months during April to September this year. Even af ter opening up, the business turnover in 
the months of October and November has been merely 20 per cent of normal, on an average, 
in the tourism sector in Goa.

Goa is the richest State in India in terms of the per capita income. Employment and livelihood of 
many people in the State are dependent on tourism. It has been reported that over 70 per cent 
of employees in this sect ion have been without an income during the lockdown and many of 
these families have entered into heavy debt and for many they do not expect things to get back 
to normal in the next six month.

NGO have been under extreme stain as they t ry to sustain their services.  Some have been 
forced to cease providing services to migrant residents due to short fall in resources.  It is reported 
that approximately 20% of migrants have been sent back to their nat ive villages.

Closure of schools is also likely to widen the learning gap between children of children f rom 
low-income and high-income earning families.  Parents in the high-income earning bracket 
have access to technology and internet and are availing of online educat ion to keep their 
children learning at home whilst the low-income earning families may not be in a posit ion to 
access e-learning.

 

Sunrise in Tivim

Sunset in Tivim
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Aubeon News

According to the meet ing last 12 December 
2020 about the progress of applicat ion for the 
school

Licence, there are some requirements by 
the government of Timor Leste that start this 
school year, all students are required to make a 
contribut ion towards their children’s educat ion.

The object ive of this requirements is to t rain 
the community to give something as their 
contribut ion to school and the purpose of these 
money will go for school maintenance.

At the start of the school year the school 
commit tee will called all the local leaders and 
the community for a grand meet ing to discuss 
about this requirements.  If we comply with these 
requirements then that’s the t ime when EIWA will 
be issued with a Licence. The process of the 
school licence is going on and the government 
support has started.

Last 18th of December 2020 the graduat ion day 
of Pre- Escolar de Weroun Aubeon (EIWA).

There were 23 students who graduated f rom 
this school and yet they are the first f ruit of all the 
sacrifices, Love, care and support of our dear 
partnership Global Vaddo Charitable t rust. It was 
your enerous heart that we were able to produce 
23 student with a good standard.

There are also 6 students who had a very good 
grade. Zenobia dos santos (1st honor), Sebast iao 
Carion Da Costa (2nd honor), Nelitha da Costa 
carolino Dos Reis and Genecia Olinda De Araujo 
(3rd honor) Teotonia Borges (with honors), And 
Pregrinho Da Costa Pires (with honor).

The Nasional Educat ion Department of Timor Leste 
had supported food for the students for this new 
school year, they already delivered 2 sacks of rice 
(50kg), 1 sack of red beans (50kg) and 1 box of oil 
last  18 December 2020 right af ter the graduat ion.

On the 4th of January 2021 the minist ry of Health 
and the Minist ry of Educat ion declared that the 
number of pandemic Covid 19 has increased in 
Timor Leste and there were 13 people af fected 
that is why they ask everyone to be alert with the 
rules and regulat ion of the restrict ion.

SCHOOL LICENCE LOCAL NEWS

Community Meet ing
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On 29 and 30th of December 2020 the enrolment 
is ongoing unt il 4th of January 2021. The classes 
will start on 18th of January 2021. In the coming 
school year the Minist ry of Educat ion advised that 
we could take in 27 children in each classroom 
and so there will be increasing number of student 
in this year. There will be 54 kids in total.

To our heavenly father thank you for uncondit ional 
love you have shown us in spite of the pandemic 
you st ill love us and make us survived to complete 
our studies in Escola Infant il De Weroun Aubeon.

We the graduates with our whole heart would like 
to thank our dear partnership Global Vaddo

Charitable t rust who sincerely support us. We 
really appreciate with what you have done to us, 
you support us all the educat ion equipment in 
order for us to have bet ter educat ion, you support 
us with daily food such as milk, f ruits and delicious 
food everyday take in order for us to have a good 
nutrient for our body so that we can have good 
part icipat ion during class.

We cherish those good memories and all your 
generous support we never forget. Time flies so fast 
we have never known that we are grown up and 
t ime for our first grade. It’s t ime to say good bye, 
our year has come to an end. We have made 
some cherished memories with all our preschool 
f riends. We hope that all the things we’ve done will 
help us along the way.

Once again ...

Thank you very much
Muito obrigado (Portuguese)

Obrigada barak (Tetum)

During the restart ing of the school af ter the 
pandemic all EIWA staf f have done a good Job.

The two teachers performed their job and yet 
the kids were grown up with good hygiene and 
educated. We can say that they made a very 
big dif ferent in the community. The two teachers 
contribute a great deal of their t ime over and 
above school hours, meet ing on Saturday for 
weekly meet ing.

The weekly meet ing we discussed on the lesson 
plan, the progress of the children and the school, 
what we have done and what we are going to 
do, plan for next school year.

I also t rained them to at tend some workshop 
of fered by the Educat ion Department in order 
to add their skill in teaching and classroom 
management especially on how we are going to 
deal with kids. 

In our meet ing we found some difficult ies and 
realizat ion that how we are going to manage 
with the parents who are very st rong character, 
we discovered that by this new school year we 
should st rict with the rules and regulat ion. There 
will be no tolerance for student who are always 
late except for those who are sick. Because during 
last year we had discovered their weakness point. 

NEW ADMISSION THANKSGIVING WORD FROM OUR 
GRADUATES’ - FIRST BATCH 2020

EIWA STAFF

Julia Vincent
Project Officer
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Resources
Raising funds to help those in-need has always incurred its fair share of problems and the 
GVC has had its share of problems.  Then along comes COVID19, upending livelihoods, 
economic st ructures and survivability overnight. 

Whilst developed/developing countries like New Zealand, Australia, Taiwan, Singapore 
Vietnam and Iceland have done relat iv ity well in managing the virus, other under-developed 
countries are yet to feel the full impact of the virus, should there be further escalat ion in 
disease t ransmissions.  In these circumstances, third-world economies are usually hardest hit 
when money flows t rickle to a stand-st ill and/or closure and with no economic support, life 
becomes a st ruggle.  

Rapidata reported that 31% of internat ional NGOs’ income comes f rom indiv idual giv ing 
(donat ions and legacies).  Fundraising act iv it ies contribute a further 10%.  With the COVID 
lockdowns this has had a major ef fect on the bot tom line of indiv iduals and whilst some 
NGO’s are unable to survive others have had to cut services.

With economic downturns and hardships being experienced, GVC can report that in 
2020/2021 financial year to date, sponsorhips/donat ions/fundraising have reduced by 44% 
over a two year financial period. Although a significant decrease in monies being raised, 
expenditure has also slowed encompassing the closure of some services to those in-need, 
albeit mainly due to t ravel restrict ions in force within the respect ive countries.

To those who have supported our work in the past, and those who cont inue to do so through 
challenging t ime, I would like to say that I believe t imes will change for the bet ter and I hope 
and pray for your support into the future.

Nigel Robertson
Treasurer
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create bright futures. Thank you for your generosity and support. 

Account Name:
Global Vaddo Charitable Trust – India Relief Fund

Bank: Bank BSB: 087 007 Account number: 170394196

contact@gvc.org.au with your 
payment details and your name and a receipt will be issued to you.

Donate

On the tab “Ways to Help”  http://www.gvc.org.au/donate/

On the tab “Home”  http://www.gvc.org.au/

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH THE GVC
Online Donations
We are now in a position to receive online donations via credit/debit card.  
If you get on to our website, there are two places you can find the                           button: 
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